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lisp^ite on JFK assassination evidence 

^Eighteen years later, Dallas medical team disagrees: where was the President's morta 1 head wound ? , 
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D ALLAS Buried in the 
mounds of books, official re- 
ports sod Igycsllg&Uve files 
on the a nation of John 
P. Kennsdy'orvNov. 22. 1963. 
. as dispute about the medical evidence 
' . 1 : hat has never been resolved. 

The crux of the laaue Is the precise loca- 
■ - ion of the gaping head wound which sli 
>•' i oncerned ackoo^if^je that &be Prmfcfcpt 
' i ustained: 

: •: The gaping hgul wound was seen by at 

‘ 1 sast 1 3 doctors and four nurwes who treal- 

• • t d Kennedy,® t Parkland Memorial j-ipspi- 
: si here minutes After he Was shot- Four- 
i sen of the 16 were lntervtavsd recently by 
' "he Globe. Eight of thoee ssdd that an ofTl- 
i • t lal tracing oTton autopsy photograph of 
tHe back oi the President’s head aoea not 


■' a%^W:the wound ss they recall U. 

...What significance the dispute plays In 
uftrftpcllng the puzzle of the Kennedy as* 

• .ataalpAtlon is uooertain: If the recoliec- 

Ooos of these doctors and nurses are cor- 
; reel. It could ultimately mean that the 
W s T t^n Commission was wrong In its con- 
■ elusion that Kennedy was shot from the 
rfckr'by a single gunmen; or. tt could be 
aftphly an, indication that the doctors and 
nurses were wrong about what they think 
. tntytaw. 

‘'“Eleven of the doctors and three of the 
nurw$ (none of whom has seen the actual 
Kennedy autopsy photographs) were 
shbWri the tracing of the most pertinent 
T abtdbgy photo, which was prepared for the 
House Select Commlilee on Assassinations 
and 1 published in Its final report in 1979. 

. A - 13th doctor who treated the late 
. Pfg sVfc ni refused to be interviewed and a 

* nurse could not be reached by The 
Gfobe. But both are on record as having 
pjacad the head wound In an area which Is 
afif consistent with the official tracing. 

Neither the Warren Commission nor 


Uic House Assassinations Committee, 
which concluded that President Kennedy 
wwMtprobabty" assassinated as pari of a 
conspiracy, attempted -to resolve the dis- 
ncies by showing the autopsy photos 
3 {he Parkland doctors and nurses. Critics 
ave called (his a fundamental Haw in 
kh investigations. 

A majority of the doctors and nurses in- 
viewed this year (five of the doctors, 
hree of the nurses] said they recalled see- 
ing a large wound in the right rear of Ken- 
nedy's *head. The tracing of the autopsy 

g zraph shows what appears to be a 
f bone protruding from the right side 
head. Bui the back of the head 
no gaping wound. 

» ( s a Aaflatss rwafUcf 

“There's a definite conflict.” comment- 
Dr. Richard B. Dufcany when shown the 
a I tracing. “That's not the way 1 re- 
ber it.” 

It’s not true,” added Doris M. Nelson, 
ursing supervisor of the Parkland emer- 
mey room the day of the assassination, 
hen she examined the official tracing, 
"here wasn’t even hair lip the beak of the 
t cad) ... It was blown away. AU thaTarea 
blown out." , • 

In testimony before the Warren Com- 
x liasion or in earlier written reports, all 
t *»e Dallas doctors and nurses who made 
t aeclflc reference to the location of the 
1 ead wound either said It was squarely In 
t ie occipital area {back of the head) or that 
l .extended from the right parietal area 
< Jde of the head) Into the occiput. 

If these doctors were precise in their ap- 
plication of the terms occipital and pari- 
< Lai. why ian’l such a wound visible in the 
t utopay photograph taken of the back of 
Ot>c head? 



l^ift Tto official tracing coat sal— ionad by Che Honac Asssss ln s timts Cowwitta* of 
s photo takoa of Um raar of frMUeat Kannedy'a b as d daring Us aatopsy. Flap of 
frrai procradas si right, bat do gaping woand can be wea. Arrow (addad by Globe) 
shows * will entrance wound La the oowliek area, aboet foor I n ch es higher and to 
the lef| nf where ths pntopey doctors located tt In their t i p art. 

Klght3 A drawing representing the location of Kennedy's gaping heed woend as 
described by Dr. Robert JV. McClelland, one of the Dellas doctors vho treated klaa. A 
majority of those doctors and m ureas attending Kennedy who were in a pcsltkm he 
SM ths head woend agree with McClelland and dlspete the official tracing. 


One possible explanation Is that the 
c odors and nurses, considering that they 
^ -ere more concerned with saving Kenne- 
■'j y’s Me than observing hto wou nds, 

.. Mistaken tn their observations, or were 
f ( n pre ci s e In describing what they saw. 

• • ! towever. the Dallas doctors and nuraefl 
: i r ho dispute the accuracy of the official 
: t -aclng tdtt The Globe they ire firm In 

,( verir recottecttem, . * t - 

Critics of official Investigation* into the 
•V; 1 Kenne dy assassination have advanced two 
*•; explanations: l) that the. 

1 ' pbpl^Jn question has been doctored to 
: :* etofrriate evidence. of a gaping exit wound' 
'• In the back of the head to make the evi- 
' i • dooe< conform to the official theory that 
•ft' Iteanody was shot from the rear by. Lee 
HarVey Oswald, acting alone-, or 2) that the 
nw Mde n fd head iwounda were surgically* 
■V iMrrjl before hi* body arrived at Bethesda • 
Havel Hcwplta’ m Maryland fot autopay. 
niAennedy .to officially astd to have bus- 
, ; tltned twD wounds: one whiefi entered in . 
A : thdikswer back of his neck and exited at 
tf&r* ^M^hroat, and one which entered the back 
1*: oCih^fbaad and exited at the right side of 
. j;’ .htfrrbead, creating a gaping wound. The 
jj, roMindelalled deacrlptton of the large "head 
'I. wound gtven the Warren Commission was 
>r»nPiMbed by Dr. Robert N. McClelland, a- 

• who treated Kennedy In the Park-. 
*1 Itodtefnergency room. But McClelland put 


(•: 

1/ 


'^"Vhe s'tltopky arid tfattdu^a fwv*". 
tti* 1 * discussed in basic ind artlcte* ' 
** Wjrtrt Epttem,: 

M Velttefg. Sjlrt, Mwgbcr, 

jTVlrtcenl SaUrnJrla mnd Cyril W«ht, \> 
Eg' Jn 'HBrrt»ofl Livingstone, * B»lu< ■ i 
resea s bo wad (be of- ; j 

lr»dng of the autopay photo- •' 
■J^aph rf the back of Prealdent Ken- ' 
3r nedy’s'b*ad to-atveral of the Dallas 
—SoHOrs. and ellcted doubts from 
"I’fhtlm as to the tracing's accuracy. 
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this large defect In the back of the head, 
not the aide. 

McClelland told the Warren panel he 
stood at the head of the operating table 
and thus waa m "such a position that I 
could very closely examine the head 
wound, and I noted that the right posterior 
portion of the skull had been extremely 
h lxx letl Jt had been shattered, apparently, 
by the fora of the shot so that the parietal 
bone was ptotruded up through the scalp 
and seemed to be fractured along Its right 
posterior half, as well as the occipital bone 
being fractured In Its lateral half, arid this, 
sprung open the bones thal I mentioned In 
such s way that you could actually look 
down Into the skull cavity Itself and see 
that probably a third or so. st least, of the 
brain tissue, posterior cerebral tissue and 
some of the cerebellar tissue, had been 
hlaatfri auL" 

Controversial artist's drawing 

One .of the many amateur Investigators 
of the assassination who has published s 
book about the event. Joslah Thompson, g 
former professor of philosophy at Haver- 


ford College, commissioned an artist to pre- 
pare a drawing based on the McLeJiand de- 


McClctland prior to Its publication In the 
hook, depicts a fist-sited wound with edges 
scored out in the lower right rear of the 
head. 

McClelland reaffirmed In a recent tele- 
phone Interview that the drawing waa 
what be "vtvldjy remembers" the head 
wound looking Mice. 

Some Warren Commission critics and 
other researchers have erroneously cited 
this drawing as representing the Dallas 
doctora' and nurses' sole view of the head 
wound. 


Actually, according to Globe Interviews, 
they are not unanimous In their opinions 
or recollections. Five of the doctora and 
nurses agree with McClelland on the draw- 
ing and strongly assert that the wound 
waa In the back of the head: lour other doc- 
tors say that the tracing of the autopsy 
photograph shown them by The Globe Is 
"conslstem" with Uietr recollection of the 
head wound. 

■Two doctora lean toward this official 


view, while five other* tend toward the 
McClelland view that the- wound wa* In 
the rear of the head, but fall abort of giving 
it a blanket endorsement. 

Of the mix doctor^ who maid that they 
agree or tend to agree with the official trac- 
ing mhowing no gaping wound extending 
Into the occipital region, five hmye, mt one 
time or another, gone on record am maytng 
that the wound did extend into the occiput. 

.For example. Dr. Char lea J. Carrico, the 
ffrat phymleian to treat Kennedy, testified 
twice before the Warren Commission, first 
describing the head wound as ”a large, 
gaping wound located In the right, occip - 
tal-parletal area/* and then aa a '‘five bf 
• (seven) cm. defect tn the posterior akuli. 
the occipital region i. /' Garrico warn no! 
Interviewed by The Globe, but In a tetter 
aent In response to questions, he said th: 
official tracing of the autopsy photograph 
showed “nothing incompatible” with what 
he remembered of the back of the head. 

1 The sixth doctor supportive of the offi- 
cial tracing. Dr. Robert G. Groaaman. now 
a professor anjj chairman of the depart- 
ment of neurosurgery at the Baylor College 
of Medicine in Houston, was working next 
to the senior ncurosuregon present. Dr. 
Kemp Clark, at Kennedy's bead. Gross- 
man told The Globe that he obs e rve d two 
separate wounds: a large defect In the pari- 
etal area above the right ear. and a second 
wound.' about one-and-a-quarter Inches In 
diameter, located squarely In the occiput. 
Grossman, the only physician to report* 
seeing two such distinct wounds, was nev- 
er called to testify before the Warren Com- 
mission or the House Assassinations Com- 
mittee. Nor were Dr. Bubuiy or Nurse Pa- 
tricia Gustafson, one of • who said 
that Kennedy's gaping wound was in the 
back of bis head. - 


T - 

It is inconceivable that the presumably-" 
akilted Dallas doctors, oonversant wltlr ' 
anatomical terms, would consistently 
use words like “cerebettum** and “occlp^' 
UT' and say that the wound extended lnt4^'' 
the back of fhe head If. in fact. It did not.'*'' 
But speaking to the occipital question, . 
Grossman, a neurosurgeon, suggested thaV^ 
part of the confusion surrounding the ioo^*i 
Uon of the bead wound could be the result.it 
of the imprecision with which the tcrat-r; 
“occipital" is used. White the occiput so-m 
fer* specifically to a bone In the lower bsck-^n 
section of the bead, Grossman said many . 
doctors loosely use the term to refer to "tijs> % ' 
back fifth of the head - . . There is this snw^ 
bigulty about what constitute* the oedpt-ya 
tal and parietal ares . , . Its toVfrw 
else. ’ .^ T 

Until now. to critics, the most pl*uslbl*».j • 
explanation for the discrepancy betwemanj 
the Dallas observations and the autopsy, j 
photograph of the rear ctf the bead ws% 4 
that the photo was a forgery. 

Some of the critics, notabfy the fkuiss,.- 
Aaaaaslnatlons Committee's own photos., 
graphic consultant. Robert J. Groden oC 
Lodi. NJ.. have argued that the failure of<,t 
the Warren Commission and the Hniss y 
committee to show the autopsy photo- 
graphs to the Parkland doctors and rpima. ^ 
cast doubt oo the House committee's coif^i 
el u s i on that the photos were authentic*-. 
The question of authenticity was pot s&*> 
dressed by the Warren panel. . ti , 

In a little-noticed dissent published in)-, 
one of the appendices to the House commltrn 
lee report. Groden. who did the original opvl 
tics! enhancement work of Abraham Za-v, t 
pruder's now-famous home niovle of thf r’ 
assassination, asserted that four of the au»r j 
topsy photographs (two in color, two Ijl-i 
black and white) showing a similar view of. • 


Disagreement m veasd*! rWHUiy 

In interviews, some doctor* doubted the 
extent to which a wound to the rear of the 
head would have been visible since the 
President was lying supine with the bock 
of his head on a hospital emergency cart. 

Bui other*, like Dulany and Groaaman, 
said the head at some point was lifted up. 
thereby exposing the rear wound. Added 
Gustafson: “One of the doctors asked me to 
pul a pressure bandage on the head wound 
and I tried to do so. (but) there was really 
nothing to put a pressure bandage on. It 
was loo massive. So he told me just to leave 
it be/* The wound, she said, wa* In "the 
back of the head." 

“Definitely in the back?” abe was 
asked. 

“Yes.*' she said. 


the back of the President’s head had becn/j 
altered to eliminate evidence of a gaping--) 
bote in the back of the head. 

Baa ed on the recent doubts voiced by,-/ 
mast of tne Dallas doctor* and nurses. The*-, 
Globe last month received permission from *• 
the Kennedy family to view the autopsy 
photograph* at the National Archives 
Washington. This was done with the aid of 
three independent photo-optica expertise 
determine the validity of Grqdpa r * f 

tlona. ' 

All of the photo consultant* concluded ’* ' 
that the photographs were authentic. (Sge: 
accompanying article). - I 

Author David Lifton. tn hi* new booi*£ 
“Best Evid ence /' published by MacmlUaoX; 
advances a different, far more radical 
planatfcm fqr the discrepancies lyriunmjK 


To critics of the official tavesUgattom,, ASSASSINATION. Page A34 
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■ ASSASSINATION 
Continued from Page A23 
the observations of the Dallas doctors and 
the autopsy photographs: that between the 
time Kennedy's body left Dallas and the- 
time it arrived in the autopsy room at the 
JEtpthesda Naval Hospital in Maryland 
pome six hours later, the wounds on the 
corpse were surgically altered to change 
the evidence concerning the number and 
direction of shots, as part of a plot to sup- 
port the single-assassin theory. , 


dispute 

Lifton cites an FBI report prepared by 
two agents who attended the autopsy. 
James Sibert and Francis O’Neill. The re- 
port. declassified and released years after 
the Warren report was published, states 
' that “. . . it was also apparent that a tra- 
cheotomy had been performed, as' well as 
surgery of the head area, namely In the top 
of the skull.” No surgery other than the 
tracheotomy was performed by the Dallas 
doctors. In subsequent memoranda', Sibert 
explained that his statement was based on 


W5f -4T ryif by pic 

topsist. Dr. James J. Humes. 

The 700-page book, whose thesis Lifton 
himself admits strains the Imagination, is 
nonetheless a thoroughly researched ac- 
count based largely on public documents 
and buttressed by new evidence In the 
form of statements from several Bethesda 
hospital technicians and military bystand- 
ers who were eyewitnesses to the move- 
ments of Kennedy’s body. 

Concerned that some of these witnesses 
might later retract what they told him, Lif- 
ton recorded their statements on videotape 
which has been viewed by The Globe. Lif- 
ton said he was moved to interview the Be- 
thesda attendants after reading a state- 
ment in one of the volumes of the House; 
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1979. saying that Kennedy's body had ar- 
rived at Bethesda in a body bag. This con- 
flicted with the testimony of many wit- 
nesses who told the Warren Commission 
the body left Dallas wrapped in sheets. 

Litton located witnesses who told him 
that Kennedy's body first arrived at Be- 
thesda in a plain gray shipping casket, not 
the bronze casket it left Dallas in. and that 
the body was Inside a zippered body bag. 

In a telephone interview, retired Brig 
Gen. Godfrey McHugh. President Kenne- 
dy s Air Force aide who said he was with 
the President's casket for all but five min- 
utes or so that day' castigated Litton V 
book as “absolutely absurd. It’s full of lies 
and false implications." When he wasn’t 
with the cSsket, McHugh said, Mrs. Kenne- 
dy, aides or the Secret Service always were! 

He said he saw the President's body tak-n 
out of the bronze casket inside the Bethea- 
. da morgue, but he. conceded he could not 
attest to thfc fact that the body was inside 
that casket from the time it left Parkland 
Hospital Until it reached the morgue. 

Besides photo forgery, rejected by The 
Globe panel, add the more radical Lifton 
thesis of surgical alteration, there is a 
third, quite Innocent, possibility advanced 
by some. Including the House Assassina- 
tions Committee, as an explanation for the 
discrepancies between the Dallas and Be- 
thesda observations: that the Parkland 
physicians, concerned chiefly with trying 
Jo save Kennedy’s life rather than observe 
his wounds, simply were mistaken in what 
they saw. . • -. 

A variation of the mistaken hypothesis 
is that, as Dr, Grossman suggested, the 
Dallas doctors erroneously described the 
head wound. The autopsy photograph of 
the right side of Kennedy’s head, seen by 
The Globe at the National Archlyes but not 
shown to the Dallas doctors, depicts a ! mas- 
sive wound Which extends about two 
Inches behind the Car toward the. back of , 
the head. It is possible, according to Gross- 
man, that the doctors loosely lised the 
word '‘occipital’’ in describing a wound 
that extended to the back fifth of the head, 
or that they assumed, without lifting up 
the head, that the defect did reach the 
back. 

Whatever the answer, it is likely that 
few will be satisfied, and that The Globe's 
Dallas Interviews add up to another my^te; < 
riOus footnote to the Kennedy legacy. 


